






























Many hurt children grow up seeming to function
well.

LUCAS: I have got a scar in the back of
my head about four inches long, where I
got knocked in the head with a two-by-four.
It's just one of them things that you live
with.

BLAIR: The boy learned very early to
repress all feelings, even in sleep.

LUCAS: I've never dreamt, not as far as '
I know in my life. I've never had a dream.

READING: Psychological
humiliation, beatings and other
cruel treatment are a con-
tinuous condition for some
children. There is no escape.
If the child never comes to
terms with these events, he
may later be compelled to seek
an outlet, by repeating the
same behaviour...over and
over.

BLAIR: The boy who could not feel the
slightest empathy for himself, began to tor-
ture people. He murdered for the first time
at fourteen, a girl his age whom he didn't
know.

LUCAS: I just grabbed her by the neck
and strangled her. Just done it and went
on.

BLAIR: Many murders, and many years
later, Lucas murdered his mother. That
was in self-defence, he says — during one
of her raging attacks on him as an adult.

Psychoanalyst Alice Miller says that the
significance of Lucas' story — and those
of other convicted mass killers — is that
they show in an extreme form how the un-
conscious "compulsion to repeat" works.

She contends that Lucas, for his own
survival as a little child, was unable to be
conscious of very painful feelings of terror,
hatred and hurt. He pushed the feelings out

of his awareness, but they did not go away.
All his life, again and again, he acted those
feelings out, in seemingly random, un-
motivated, violent acts.

MILLER: Why did he kill? Because he
repressed the feelings. He had to repress
the feelings, otherwise he wouldn't kill. He
wouldn't kill anybody if he knew how the
childhood is.

LUCAS: Like I say, I cannot blame my
family for what happened to me, and I
won't do it.

MILLER: This is the conventional way of
thinking: "It was good for me to be
beaten." Now we begin to realize how
crazy it is. Because now we know what ef-
fects it has to a person.

BLAIR: Alice Miller says that many hurt
children grow up seeming to function well.
Rather than "acting out" their unconscious
aggressions against others, they ward
them off with an addiction or depression.
She suggests that those who do truly
escape the destructive consequences of
childhood hurt enjoyed the benefit of at
least one other human being to whom they
could tell their true feelings.

MILLER: That means there was some-
body in their childhood who was a witness
who could tell them, or show them, that it
is crazy to beat a child, or to beat a little
baby. But there are people who never
found such a person and these people will
say, "It was good for me." These people,
like Hitler, Eichmann, Himmler, whom I
describe in my book never met a person
who could say the child is not crazy, but
the environment is crazy.

("SIEG HEIL" CHANTED FROM A NAZI
RALLY)
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Rather than "acting out" their unconscious ag-
gressions against others, they ward them off with
an addiction or depression.
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