


























The baby becomes hurt, confused, afraid,
detached; and those emotions stick with
children and affect their lives.
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A Shared Delusion...

There is No Price to be
Paid for Family Breakdown

Betty Schwartz

This is called the "ME" generation but children
require an I-thou relationship. As Bronfenbrenner
puts it "someone has to be crazy about that kid".
All the research done by Bowlby, Mahler,
Ainsworth, Fraiberg and others confirms and
reconfirms the child's need for both a mother and
a father in an abiding relationship. Child welfare
practices are all based on a recognition of a
child's need for permanency. The immediate
placement of children for adoption is urged so
that bonding can occur, yet community programs
which offer multiple caretakers for very young
children are being promulgated. Multiple
caretakers, whether in the new multi-parent for-
mation, the day nursery, or the repeated use of
neighbours and babysitters, do not provide young
children with what is needed for growth, nor what
society needs them to have in order to grow to
mature adulthood.

Children are most apt to express their
feelings behaviourally. An examination of
what children are doing in increasing
numbers, documents that they are in deep
trouble. These are the ways they express it.

The suicide rate for young people aged 15
to 19 has more than tripled in 20 years, ac-
cording to Uri Bronfenbrenner, including an
increase in suicides of children as young as
10. Death from violence in some form —
suicide, homicide, auto and other accidents
— now accounts for two out of three deaths
between 5 and 18 years.

Juvenile delinquency continues to in-
crease along with acts of personal violence
in addition to rising vandalism. The in-
crease in physically aggressive behavior in
teenage girls has been documented, with
frightening implications for their behavior

with their own children of the future.
Adolescent sexuality and pregnancy
reflects lack of optimism about the future
even in an era of women's liberation.
Teenage alcoholism, drug addiction and
sniffing convey children's efforts to snuff
out their suffering. The incidence of
adolescents involved in acts of rape seems
to be increasing. These increasing acts of
violence convey deep rage combined with a
lack of impulse control.

The increasing numbers of adolescent
parents bodes ill for their children and
society. All research documents that
children of adolescent parents have more
problems including physical and emotional
ones, and they achieve less well in school.
Even at birth, children born to adolescents
are disadvantaged, having lower birth

Betty A. Schwartz is a Social Worker whose professional experience has been in both public
and private agencies dealing with child welfare services — as a clinician, supervisor, ad-
ministrator and consultant. She has been Executive Director of the Children's Aid Society of
Winnipeg since 1977. The article presented here is a brief excerpt from a paper she presented
to the third Western Conference on Family Practice in Banff, Alberta.
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...for those who argue that the product of an
unwanted pregnancy might be another Dar-
win or Beethoven, I. would answer that it is
more likely that it will be an Oswald or an
Eichmann.

tent enough to provide 99 per cent effec-
tiveness. The large doses of hormones re-
quired for such high effectiveness account
for many side effects, including fatal ones.
If 90 per cent effectiveness were sufficient,
with abortion available for contraceptive
failures, miniscule doses would suffice,
and the pharmacologic risk to millions of
women would be greatly reduced.

Psychiatrists and other third parties
should not be called upon to decide for or
against an abortion. They should be willing
to consult when the woman or her physi-
cian requests it, but not otherwise (4).
"Mental health" grounds for abortion are
humane but vague; there is no better judge
of the question than the pregnant woman.
In any case, since there are too few
psychiatrists to handle all the cases, the
result is discrimination against the poor.
Nurses and social workers should be train-
ed to counsel abortion patients, and good
birth control information should be Includ-

ed.
Finally, for those who argue that the pro-

duct of an unwanted pregnancy might be
another Darwin or Beethoven, I would
answer that it is more likely that it will be an
Oswald or an Eichmann. Countless
geniuses have already been snuffed out
because of ignorance, indifference, pover-
ty, malnutrition, preventable disease, etc.
Even if unwanted pregnancy could be cor-
related with better-than-average offspring,
would we force women to breed this way?

In sum, if the men in charge of the world
can't make child rearing attractive enough
to women, then the race doesn't deserve to
go on. Forcing women to bear children is
uncivilized. The nation and the world do not
need to mass-produce babies any more —
quite the contrary. It has been said that if
men bore the children, or If women controll-
ed the legislatures, there would be no laws
against abortion. I think there would be
laws against compulsory pregnancy. ■
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Canadian Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
April 30, 1983

AUDITORS' REPORT
To the Directors of
Canadian Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children

We have examined the Balance Sheet of the Canadian Society for the Prevention of Cruelty
to Children as at April 30, 1983 and the Statement of Financial Activities for the year then end-
ed. Our examination was made in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards and
accordingly included such tests and other procedures as we considered necessary in the cir-
cumstances.

In our opinion, these financial statements present fairly the financial position of the Society
as at April 30, 1983 and the results of its financial activities for the year then ended in accor-
dance with generally accepted accounting principles for non-profit organizations applied on a
basis consistent with that of the preceding year.

Midland, Ontario McCready & Shirriff,
June 24, 1983 Chartered Accountants

Statement of Financial Activities
Operating Section - General

For the Year Ended April 30, 1983

1983 1982
Support:

Membership fees and donations $ 39,041 $ 31,404
Sale of publications and tapes 862 889
Midland Rotary Club (note 2) 5,000 -
MacDonald's Restaurant (note 3) 1,668 -
Other 168 199

46,739 32,492

Expenses
Salaries and consulting fees 10,475 8,705
Publication costs - journal 15,718 10,635
Postage 1,592 1,559
Public information - brochures etc. 1,520 1,048
Office supplies and printing 1,278 1,857
Computer operating costs 1,188 1,507
Equipment rentals and maintenance 3,563 2,698
Equipment purchases 746
Office rent 2,560 2,567
Telephone 1,476 970
Legal and audit 400 375
Committee for Tomorrow's Children (note 3) 1,670

41,440 32,667

Net revenue (expense) for the year 5,299 (175)

Surplus (deficit) beginning of year (215) (40)

Surplus (deficit) end of year $ 5,084 $ (215)
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Canadian Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children

Balance Sheet

April 30,
1983 1982

Current assets

Cash

Assets

$ 25 $ 25
Bank - current account 634 710
Bank - savings account 5,092 83

5,751 818

Fixed assets, at cost

1,457 1,457Office equipment
Library 235 235

1,692 1,692
Accumulated depreciation 806 584

886 1,108

$ 6,637 $ 1,926

Liabilities and Equity

Operating section

Accounts payable and accruals $ 667 $ 1,033
Surplus (deficit) operating section 5,084 (215)

5,751 818

Equity in fixed assets

Balance beginning of year 1,108 622
Add - Additions charged to operations - 746

1,108 1,368
Less - depreciation 222 260

886 1,108

$ 6,637 $ 1,926
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Canadian Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Children

Notes to Financial Statements
April 30, 1983

1. Computer and word processing equipment is leased at an annual rental of $3,300. The
Society has the option to acquire this equipment at estimated fair market value in 1984.

2. In 1981 the Rotary Club of Midland commenced a project to raise funds to help defray the
cost of providing the Society's journal to designated secondary schools in Canada.

In April 1983, the Rotary Club transferred $5,000 to the Society. These funds were placed in a
savings account pending decision of the directors as to their disposal.

3. In June, 1982 Blackwell Family Restaurants (McDonald's Restaurant - Midland) as a special
project, raised $1,668. Under this project a "Committee for Tomorrow's Children" was formed
and headed by John Powell to review and report on existing audio visual material available on
child abuse prevention. The project revenue and expenditures are as follows:

Total revenue $1,668

Total expenditures
Film cost $ 950
Shipping 238
Bank charges 26
Office expense 45
Telephone 161
Wages 250

$1,670

CSPCC receives $5,000 cheque

Midland Times Photo - Murray Moore

Happy handshake
Herb Henderson, left, past president of the Midland Rotary Club, shakes hands
with Dr. Elliott Barker, during this week's Rotary Club meeting, after Henderson
presented Dr. Barker with a cheque for $5,000. The money from Rotary is for the
use of the Canadian Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.
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