






























of provision gives to the use of violence
against children." An increasing number
of professionals are calling for widespread
education programs and/or the abolition
of Section 43. Amongst others, these
include: Dr. Ezzatt Fattah, Criminologist,
founder of the Simon Fraser University
School of Criminology, Dr. Elliott Barker,
President of the Canadian Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children, and Dr.
Marie Hay, Paediatrician and Director of
the Child Development Centre, Prince
George. Dr. Hay has developed Canada's
first "No Smacking Zone" and has
proposed to the City council that the whole
city be declared a "No Smacking Zone"
by mayoral decree. Langley Family
Services has also made an official Zone.
EPOCH BC Coalition and EPOCH
Ontario, affiliated with EPOCH CANADA
were formed in 1993, to distribute
information and help parents develop more
positive means of childrearing.

Accepting that what was done to one
as a child was sometimes deeply painful
and humiliating demands a certain courage.
Developing a commitment to treat children
with empathy and understanding rather
than force, demands further courage.
Parents who have been able to -reflect on
and feel about rejection in their childhoods,
and have come to terms with what
occurred, can form secure attachments with
their own children (Bowlby, 1988).

I would argue that by reflecting on
and feeling about our own experiences with
physical punishment, a similar process can
occur to interrupt the transfer of physical
punishment to another generation. Alice
Miller (1983) has said, "We are less a
prey to this form of repetition compulsion
if we are willing to acknowledge what
happened to us, and do not claim that we
were mistreated "for our own good".

Our current knowledge indicates how
we can begin to reduce child abuse, crime
and the levels of rage and human misery
in our country. We now have a choice. §
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"We don't yet know,
above all, what the
world might be like if
children were to
grow up without be-
ing subjected to hu-
miliation, if parents
would respect them
and take them seri-
ously as people."

Alice Miller
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