








































REPORT OF THE PRESIDENT
TO THE DIRECTORS

The CSPCC is a small organiza-
tion. We don't spend much time fund-
raising, marketing, analysing our past or
projecting our future activities. It's my
impression that there is a growing interest
in what we have been saying. There just
may be "a tide in the affairs of men" (and
women), (and children)...

The number of requests for the
items we distribute is really quite stagger-
ing -- 20,000 Spanking - a short-cut to
nowhere... booklets tops the list. Kind of
sad in a way -- hitting kids seems so gross
a deviation from empathic parenting.
More encouraging is the increasing number
of requests for the films JOHN and The
Importance of Substitute Mothering.
They're tough to watch. They're the
strongest statement of what needs to hap-
pen for kids.

If you're wondering about what
looks like a $6,000 surplus last year -- it's
a product of accounting procedures. How
I wish we actually had it in the bank!.
We're getting by -- just -- with a great
deal of voluntary help. Postage , costs are
a killer.

Our vision remains unaltered: A
world in which children, especially infants
and toddlers, have their emotional needs
met in societies that make that a priority -
- societies whose aim is to enhance the
affection amongst their citizens.

I often think of Dostoyevsky's
"Dream of a Ridiculous Man" -- not the
ridiculousness, but the dream. To me there
is no other, as Mike Mason so eloquently
spells out in the centrefold of each issue
of Empathic Parenting.

It always surprises me as each is-
sue of our journal takes shape (usually
late!) that there can still be, after about
seventy issues, an excitement about its con-
tents. There are more than enough people

out there who express their ideas well that
what is basically a reprint journal can eas-
ily select articles that freshly and vividly
express different aspects of our vision.

To me there are many signs of
hope. That may be more a product of my
mind than reality but: child abuse, at least
in its grosser forms has decreased in the
last 2000 years; the rising crime rate has
at least the possibility of making voters
question some previously unquestionable
assumptions about our way of life; the
increasingly dangerous religious/tribal con-
flicts in the world just may force us to
look at the "Essential Unity of All Reli-
gions" (the subject of a future issue). It is
inconceivable to me that Time Magazine
(May 9, 1994) would or could have given
a two-page spread to Penelope Leach (who
writes so lucidly about `our vision') even
five years ago, let alone ten or twenty.

The final irony? An organization
that indicts excessive consumer addiction
as a symptom and cause of child neglect
has always received the major part of its
funding from Canadian Corporations. We
tend to ignore the fact that corporations
are run by real people -- parents, grand-
parents, abuse victims in therapy etc. --
people who clearly understand what we
are saying and why.

Want to hear more? A group of
dedicated golf enthusiasts having fun do-
ing what they love most, and wanting to
do something "for kids" while they're do-
ing it, have been our largest single finan-
cial supporter for each of the last four
years.

A big thank you for the encour-
agement provided by all those who share
our vision -- your letters and phone calls
mean a lot.

And a special thanks to all of you
who are able and willing to support that
vision financially in a big or small way.

Elliott Barker
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