


























































from USA TODAY...

Let's Stop the Rush to More Daycare
by Karl Zinsmeister

where the father provides child-care while
the mother works, and in three out of four
families, one or the other parent still
devotes all or most of his/her time to
child-raising during the vulnerable first
three years.

In an ugly example of materialism tri-
umphing over human feeling, a wacky
coalition ranging from big-business grinds
to militant feminists argues that while
selling vacuum cleaners or writing
editorials is "real work," molding the con-
sciences of tiny new beings to whom we
are linked by blood and destiny is a chore
best assigned to the service economy. The
day-care lobby insists mothers and fathers
need only, set the fuzzy outline for their
children's lives, leaving the daily details to
low-wage stand-ins.

Parental care is by far the healthiest for
children, and it's what most families con- -
tinue to vote for by their behaviour. Those
families face very real economic strains -
their incomes are tens of thou-sands of
dollars lower than those of two-earner
families. Why are politicians jump-ing
through billion-dollar hoops to help dual
working couples while ignoring at-home
parents who are providing a higher
standard of care while being more hard
pinched financially. They are respond-ing
to naked political muscle.

Single parents are a special case. They
are exactly the group to whom we should
target our best day-care slots, in-stead of
all those with the "Child Care Now!"
stickers on their Volvos.

Attention, parents not using full-time
day care - you are about to get skinned. I
suggest you start screaming.

Copyright ®1990 USA TODAY. Reprinted with permission. Mr. Zinsmeister was asked to present an opposing view' to
accompany an article calling for more daycare.

Washington - A noisy group of activists
has nearly convinced the nation we are in
the midst of a child-care crisis. Mothers
and fathers have all retired from the field,
they'd have us think, so the government
must organize an army of "specialists" to
do the dirty work of acculturating our very
youngest citizens.

But can kids be adequately launched
into life by hired hands? More than com-
mon sense says no. Worrisome research
evidence suggests that when very young
children go into full-time day care, a sig-
nificant number will suffer emotional and
intellectual harm. Symptoms may include
aggression, insecurities, academic prob-
lems, difficulty getting along with peers,
weak bonds with parents.

Authorities like Penelope Leach, Selma
Fraiberg and Lee Salk have cautioned
against prolonged separation of the very
young from their parents. Burton White
put it bluntly: "After 30 years of research
on how children develop well, I would not
think offputting an infant or toddler of my
own into any substitute care program on
a fulltime basis." Sensing these things
themselves, most parents who have a
choice have behaved quite sensibly.

Activists, with mocking references to "
Ozzie and Harriet" and June Cleaver, have
tried to make us believe that parents who
actually take care of their children
themselves are a nearly extinct anthropo-
logical oddity. That's rubbish.

Government figures show 55% of all
mothers with children under three are not
working. Add in the ones employed only
part time or part of the year, plus families
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