




































Full-Time Substitute Care?
What's in it for me?

parenting, and make the working
conditions at home far better for
nurturing children. And I think it could
be done for less money than the billions
needed to run a whole new child care
industry. Tax breaks, pensions for
homemakers, there are an enormous
number of things that could be done if
the thrust were to improve the quality of
nurturing and improve the quality of
life for parents while they are nurturing
their children in those critical early
years. Just about half of Penelope
Leach's Penguin book WHO CARES?
is spent detailing immediate and long
term ways that families could be
assisted in nurturing their children.

It could, for example, be seen as a
time in your life just like a period at
college, it could have that status - the
time at home nurturing your children,
at least under three. We don't think
badly about people staying out of the
work force to go to college. We think of
it as an investment in their future and
the future of the country to get a better
education. We don't presently think
that way about taking three of four
years off to nurture a child when it needs
it most, but we could.

Mr. Needham: Thanks for your call.
CFRB, you 're on the air.

Caller: Hello, Thanks very much for
your show. It's quite interesting. At our
Church, we have a daycare centre that
we operate and drop-in centre four
times throughout the week. I really
admire the girls that work there. I really
do. I feel they are getting the blame for
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can't take care of their children and the
job can be done better by a daycare
worker, these children are often better
off than being taken care of by their own
parents.

Dr. Barker: I am glad you have raised
that. I am sorry we haven 't had a chance
to acknowledge that earlier. We have
been talking as though daycare
produces problems under the age of
three, and that home care is always
better. Obviously, that is not always so.
There are many homes where there are
serious problems and the child is not
successfully attached at home or the
child is being outright abused. I think
Burton White says that in 10% of the
population what goes on in the home is
so inferior that daycare, even with its
hazards, is superior. But I think we
have gone about it the wrong way
around in trying to correct that
situation. We are building up a whole
industry, a whole substitute child care
system at great, great expense, not just
economically, but I believe to the
children, rather than aiming our efforts
at that 10% of the population that really
need an enormous amount of help.

The problem is that most of us prefer
to play at "work" for status and toys
rather than engage in the constant
giving necessary in nurturing young
children. Men have always done that
and now women are following their
script. We hire someone with less power
to care for our children and we get away
with it because infants and toddlers are
the least powerful members of society.
And, of course being clever and capable
of guilt, we rationalize the whole
process as being either necessary, or for
the child 's own good, or both.

Mr. Needham: Should we go for a tax
break for women at home?

Dr. Barker: Well, there are a lot of
things that could be done, if the Govern-
ment wanted to. Not just the Govern-
ment, but if the population at large
wanted it. We could raise the status of
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